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the matter, on similar lines, but Hitler would not listen
to him. It was interesting to me at the time that he
made a point of distinguishing between the Catholic insti-
tutions and the Centre political party. Cautiously he
hinted that he could not accept any identification of the
Catholic Centre Party with the legitimate interests of the
Catholic Church, He advised me to make a rigid distinction
in this respect, lest I should be taking the part of political
elements which had to disappear once for all from the
German scene.

I saw Papen later in other circles. He spoke cautiously
the moment he had a number of people with him. But I
also came into contact with collaborators of his who at that
time, in 1934, were beginning to plot out the foundations for
a Conservative order and to prepare for the liquidation of
the National Socialists. How far these preparations were
carried in practice I do not know in any detail; in theory
they had made considerable progress. As the majority of
the men who took part in these preparations are still living
and will probably play a part yet in the liquidation of
Nazism, I will confine myself to a summary of their ideas.
It gives the needed completion of the picture of von Papen
that has so far been shown to the public.

It is grotesque to set this man down as merely a super-
ficial and ardently ambitious careerist. His character is not
sufficiently revealed either by his diplomatic past or by his
known activities as president of the Herrenklub and as
Chancellor of Germany. He helped National Socialism into
the saddle in 1933, and is therefore the man on whose
shoulders the heaviest responsibility lies for all that has
happened since and for what we are now suffering. But it
is necessary to consider his motives, and to reconstruct the
picture of future political developments which the men
round Papen had drawn for themselves at the time.

I discussed the situation with one of his colleagues in the
spring of 1934* "One thing,9* this gentleman said, "ytm
must not forget. It is not sufficient for us to liquidate Hitler*
Theoretically we can do that at any time. But we should do
it .at the risk of losing everything we have gained* and leaving
Germany more impotent at home and abroad than ever